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The Photo Album -  Reunion 2014 

A civilian instructor, wearing Squadron colours apparently, shows Association guests how to take off from 

Gibraltar without leaving the ground.  

A windswept group of Association Members and Guests brave it to the far side of Brize at 

the October 2014 Reunion 
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It would have been hard for those first RFC pilots and 
groundcrew to imagine how the aviation world would look and 
evolve in a hundred years time. Well that time has arrived and 
we are proud to say that we are part of it. 

 

Although XXIV is not the first Squadron to mark a Centenary  
occasion in 2015, its going to be a first for this Association, 
along with all the current and past members. Do make the  effort 
and come along to this years special day on the 11th and 12th 
September at RAF Brize Norton and join the current Squadron  
members for a day to remember. 

Editorial 

Reunion Report  
for 

Sat 4th Oct 2014 @ RAF 
Brize Norton 

 
For all of you not able to 
attend the Reunion, this 
article is a belated 
attempt to give you a bit 
of a feel of what 
happened on the day.  
 
This year our rendezvous 
point was to be the Brize 
Norton Sergeants Mess for a 
change and this would be 
our base for the day. Yes it 
was a rainy and blustery 
start but all was cosy and 
welcoming as our party 
gathered together for this 
years AGM and Reunion. 
 
With so many major events 
coming along in the next 3 
years at both Squadron and 
National level, it was not 
surprising that the briefing by 
Squadron Leader Deano 
Bellman did not start till 

The 2014 Association Reunion 

12:30 after a busy and 
productive AGM. 
 
Deano, who is Flt Commander 
of A Flight outlined both the 
afternoons programme and 
filled us all in on what had 
been happening to the 
Squadron since last year, 
along with future plans. 
 
In the 12 months since we had 
last met up at Brize Norton, the 
Squadron has seen quite a 
major addition to the skyline 
next to the current Squadron 
HQ, namely that of the A400M 
“Atlas” Synthetic Training 
building, which opened in May. 
(Sim to you and me). The 
largest fleet in aircraft numbers 
on site is now the C130J and 
surprisingly it qualifies as being 
the oldest with the advent of 
the Voyager and Atlas coming 
on line. 
 
With C130J numbers and 
crews due to reduce slightly 
and Atlas numbers ramping up 
from 3 in the next few months 
to 22 in 2018, the capability 

Editor  Still Wanted 
 
To allow the current Editor to 
concentrate on the Association 
Web Site’s development, the 
job of Newsletter Editor is up 
for grabs. Ideally suit anyone 
with reasonable IT skills, e-mail 
access and keen on Aviation re-
search. You will enjoy this op-
portunity to give the current 
Newsletter a make over and 
reach a readership of 300 mem-
bers each year.    
 
You would work closely with 
the Secretary and Web Site Au-
thor to ensure a seamless end 
product. Full details and back-
ground from Assoc Sec. 
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and thinking changes from mainly supporting 
Afghanistan operations to being in a position 
for a more Global role. Nearly like old times but 
with far more up to date fleet. 
 
XXIV are now THE synthetic and practical 
training specialists for both aircrew and 
engineers on a variety of aircraft types; quite a 
rethink from the roles and responsibilities that 
have been traditionally carried out by a flying 
squadron. 
 
This responsibility is most noticeable when 
preparing crews in the Tactical role on the 
C130J with its smaller crew size and more 
complex and sophisticated aerial delivery 
systems. It is only the highest calibre 
personnel that make the grade nowadays with 
such a high work load at critical mission 
stages. 
 
Whilst it has been a feature of civil airlines for 
a number of years that a large proportion of 
training time is carried out synthetically, this is 
now also true of what is happening in the 
military environment. 
 
The Squadron have recently been involved in 
the 70th Anniversary of Normandy, dropping 
troops, along with a few veterans, using a 5 
ship formation that all helps to maintain those 
types of skills. 
 
Personnel on the Squadron have been hard at 
work gaining promotions, winning an AOC 
commendation, two RAF sporting colours and 
the Politzer Cup from the Association of 
Carmen. Adventure training included a staff 
cycle ride to France, along with raising money 
for the Squadron charity, CALM, the highlight 
being persuading around 6,000 people to 
attend the Lechlade Duck Race, generating 
£15,000. An excellent result. 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

As to the future, well the tradition of 
exchange officers still continues with the 
USAF pilot returning and new faces from 
Australia and Germany Air forces joining 
them.  
 
Also on the cards to celebrate the Squadron 
Centenary is a battlefield tour starting off 
from Hounslow Heath, the birthplace of XXIV 
and to many of the other early airfields 
occupied by the Squadron in France. 
 
With the aroma from the dining room wafting 
in, it was a fitting time to adjourn for lunch 
and the rest of the day's events. The clouds 
cleared away for the afternoon coach trip to 
the far far side of Brize to the Herc flight line 
and a reminder that although Fat Albert looks 
almost the same on the outside and in the 
cargo hold, it's now a twin pilot set up on the 
flight deck. 
 
With the understandable need for aircraft 
resources out in the eastern Mediterranean, 
a real flight around the local area was not 
going to happen but the not so bad news was 
that both the Herc Sim and the brand new 
Atlas synthetic trainer were both available for 
demos. This certainly delighted Family and 
Friends as a fitting end to the afternoon, as 
well as our thanks to those Squadron 
personnel who had given up their time to host 
us for the afternoon. 
 
A Ladies Guest Night for around 40 
Association and Squadron personnel was 
held for the first time also in the SNCO's 
Mess and was declared a great success both 
on the catering and ambiance of the 
occasion. 
 
 

In Omnia Parati. 
—————————————————- 

 

Association Members, Family and Friends visit the C130J Line - Brize Norton Oct 2014 
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SQN LDR JIMMY JAMES DFC - AN AMAZ-
ING STORY  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few 
months ago, I attended the annual reunion of 
the veterans of 46 Squadron, a unit which 
disbanded many years ago. Sitting near me 
at dinner was a remarkable gentleman - a 
spry 90 year old - whom I'd never met be-
fore. His name was Sqn Ldr Jimmy James 
DFC and during our conversation it emerged 
that he had been a leading actor in one of the 
game-changing events of WW2.   
  
First ... to set the scene. I suspect few will 
have heard of a young British general in 
WW2  called Major General William 'Strafer' 
Gott. He briefly came to prominence in 1942 
when Churchill sacked Lieutenant General 
Claude Auchinleck and personally selected 
Gott to succeed him as C-in-C Middle East 
Command and GOC Eighth Army.  
  
Gott received word of his new appointment 
and immediate promotion to Lieutenant Gen-
eral on 6 August 19 42, while commanding a 
Division in western Egypt. Next day, Gott set 
out to fly from the battle zone to Cairo to take 
up his new post. The aircraft tasked for this 
mission was a twin-engined Bristol Bombay 
transport aircraft operated by 216 Squadron. 
In addition to Gott and his ADC, the passen-
ger manifest included 14 wounded soldiers 
who were being flown back to Cairo 
for hospitalisation. The captain of the aircraft 
was a young pilot called Sergeant Jimmy 
James, aged 19 and with a grand total of just 
410 flying hours in his logbook. 
  
A few minutes after take-off from the front-
line airstrip where the passengers had em-
barked, Jimmy's slow and defenceless air-
craft, flying low at 500 feet to minimise the 
risk of detection by the enemy, was bounced 
by a pack of six Me-109 fighters.  The Bom-

bay was immediately struck by cannon fire 
and both engines were set ablaze, obliging 
Jimmy to make a forced landing on the 
gravel plain below.  
  
He pulled off a decent landing but the brakes 
had been put out of action, so the aircraft 
trundled along for a considerable distance 
before coming to a halt. While still on the 
ground roll, Jimmy ordered a crew mem-
ber to jettison the rear door to create a rapid 
way out for the folk in the back, once the air-
craft came to a stop, but for some reason this 
instruction wasn't carried out.  
  
As the crippled aircraft lurched to a halt, two 
Me-109s came screaming in again to strafe 
the Bombay, which was by now a sitting 
duck. The fuselage was riddled with more 
cannon rounds and set alight. Jimmy man-
aged to get out through the escape hatch 
beneath the cockpit but everyone else on 
board was killed, either by cannon fire or be-
cause they were trapped in the inferno in the 
rear of the aircraft.   
  
That, then, is how General Gott came to per-
ish within 24 hours of being appointed to 
command the Eighth Army, thus creating the 
vacancy which Monty (later Field Marshal 
Bernard Montgomery of Alamein) proceeded 
to fill so successfully. Such is the hand of 
fate. 
  
The story deserves a place in this newsletter 
because Jimmy James later became a pilot 
on Number XXIV Squadron, where he served 
on Dakotas with another well-known Jimmy  -
  Flight Lieutenant Jimmy Edwards DFC, he 
of the famous handlebar moustache and 
trombone.  Apparently the two Jimmies had 
some memorable nights out together in Lon-
don whenever they could get 48 hour passes 
because Edwards had lots of show biz con-
tacts even in those days and had access to 
all the best bars in the West End. 
  
Another entry for XXIV's Hall of Fame! 
 
[Author -  Keith Chapman] 

Squadron Leader Jimmy James DFC 



Issue 22 Summer 2015 

Twenty Four Page 6 

Mind the Gap! 
 
The Elusive Flying Officer Gap – the Co-
Pilot Who Never was 
 
This short article about one of XXIV Squad-
ron’s most legendary figures is mainly for the 
benefit of those who were not present at our 
Ladies Guest Night three years ago, when 
Dick Gould recounted the amazing tale of 
Flying Officer Gap.  This officer - XXIV 
Squadron’s very own ‘Man Who Never Was’ - 
went on to become a legend in his own life-
time. 
 
Gap arrived at RAF Lyneham out of the blue 
circa 1975, when Wg Cdr Clive Evans was 
OC XXIV Squadron. It all started when Clive 
tasked Flt Cdr Ops to produce a new and 
clearer Crew Board for the Sqn Ops Room. 
Umpteen square metres of perspex were 
duly acquired and the names of all aircrew, 
grouped into sections by specialisation, were 
assiduously compiled and listed on the new 
board.  
 
At the design stage, a space was deliberately 
left between the section for aircraft captains 
and the following section which was for co-
pilots. To indicate that this space was to be 
left empty, Flt Cdr Ops inscribed within it the 
word ‘Gap’ in chinagraph pencil. But he had 
scarcely turned his back before some wag 
inserted ‘Flying Officer’ in front of the word 
‘Gap’ whereupon all other pertinent details 
about this new co-pilot were rapidly added.  
 
Thus Flying Officer Gap was created and 
brought onto the Squadron strength. He 
quickly made his début on the Hercules and 
soon became notorious for frequently getting 
himself onto all the best trips - although, pru-
dently, he was never entrusted with the flight 
imprest. As Gap built up his confidence, ex-
perience and flying hours, it wasn’t long be-
fore he was in the running to become co-pilot 
leader. 
 
In fact this never happened but within a year 
of his arrival on the Squadron, he achieved 
immortal fame - and celebrity status in the 
Lyneham Globe - by being credited with an 
incredible single engine landing after the 
other three had failed during a local training 
sortie. Soon afterwards, he became the only 
co-pilot in RAF history to achieve the acco-
lade of an A Category rating.  Improbable as 

it may seem, his track record was so impres-
sive that he was even being touted for the 
award of an OBE when disaster struck from 
an unlikely direction.  
 
Fate caught up with Gap when his co-pilot 
leader became a little too blasé and nomi-
nated him to be Orderly Officer (OO) when it 
was his section’s turn to provide someone for 
this additional duty. OO is often only a nomi-
nal duty but on the fateful night in question, 
some crisis occurred on the base and his su-
perior, the Station Duty Officer (SDO) was 
not amused when Gap was nowhere to be 
found.  Lacking a sense of humour, the SDO 
reported Gap’s absence to OC Admin Wing 
and next day Clive Evans found himself 
standing in front of the Station Commander, 
being told in no uncertain terms to put an end 
to this schoolboy nonsense forthwith. 
 
But credit where it’s due. Clive got rid of Gap 
in style. At the next Squadron Dining-In 
Night, a place was set for Flying Officer Gap 
at the top table. The seat remained poign-
antly empty throughout the meal but Gap was 
nevertheless duly dined out, having appar-
ently been posted to some unsuspecting unit 
at RAF High Wycombe. After giving a ful-
some, valedictory speech, Clive Evans sud-
denly said, “Right - that’s it! It was a b****y 
good wheeze while it lasted but Gap is now 
history! Don’t let me hear or see his b****y 
name again!” 
 
What happened to Gap after that remains a 
mystery to this day. There were rumours that 
he resigned from the RAF to join Cathay Pa-
cific Airways, where he would no doubt have 
been in very good company. Some believe 
he popped his clogs at High Wycombe after 
his liver gave out. Others claim to have seen 
him playing the roulette tables in Las Vegas, 
but there again he did bear a striking resem-
blance to Lionel Warrington. Anyway, if any 
reader can cast light on what did become of 
Gap, please get in touch with either our editor 
or Interpol. 

Mind the Gap! 
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Evans & Evans! 

No, not a firm of solicitors in Swansea but ex 
OC XXIV, Clive Evans, in his later role as 
Station Commander at Lyneham and the 
Reverend Derryck Evans, circa 1982/3. 

The photo which caught my eye appeared 
recently in the Wiltshire Gazette and Herald 
and after a bit of digging with the help of An-
drew Thompson,  Senior Communications 
Manager of the Prospect Hospice, the story 
behind the event came to light. 

The picture shows the C.O of RAF Lyneham, 
Group Captain Clive Evans CBE, presenting 
a cheque for £2,500 to the Reverend Derryck 
Evans. This money was raised by members 
of RAF Lyneham and their families when 
they held a sponsored walk along the coast 
of West Wales one weekend in 1982. 

The handover of a cheque for £2,500 would 
have been a very significant amount in those 
days. A representative from the Prospect 
Hospice said that RAF Lyneham used to do a 
huge amount for Prospect Hospice in its very 
early years. 

Good to know that the spirit of charitable giv-
ing is still going strong both within XXIV, the 
Association and HM Forces. 
 
http://www.prospect-hospice.net/ 

Silver Vaults visit is a job well done. 
 

The planned visit on Thursday 29th January 
to the Silver Vaults in Chancery Lane by the 
Association Committee to select an appropri-
ate piece of silverware to commemorate the 
Squadron’s Centenary turned out to be a 
complete success. Long term planning that 
started some 10 years ago to put aside £100 
each year has paid off. 

We selected a Sterling Silver trophy cup, 
having a plain round body with a shaped rim, 
two scroll side handles, with applied reeded 
borders, and sitting on a round pedestal foot 
looked perfect and a fitting item. It was made 
by the Fattorini & Sons of Sheffield in 1922, 
almost as old as the Squadron. 

Since its purchase in January, the Squadron 
crest and an inscription has been beautifully 
engraved front and back in time for its first 
public showing at the summer Social on the 
17th June. 

It will be presented to the Squadron on behalf 
o f the Association on the evening of the 
Centenary Dinner, 11th September in the Of-
ficers Mess, RAF Brize Norton. 

News from the BLog  
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New Boss for XXIV in its Centenary Year 

Control of one of the RAF’s oldest squadron’s 

was handed over to a new boss  on the 22nd 
January 2015 when Wing Commander Doz 

James passed on command of XXIV Squadron 

to Wing Commander Daz Rawlins.  

 

The Squadron’s role nowadays reads like this-  

 

The Squadron is the Fixed Wing Air Mobility Op-

erational Conversion Unit. XXIV Squadron is 

responsible for delivering DSAT assured training 

to C130J Hercules and A400M Atlas frontline 

aircrew plus highly skilled technical training to 

C17 ground maintainers. Synthetic flying train-

ing (using Full Flight Simulators / Rear Crew 

Trainers) and live flying training is delivered by 

experienced aircrew and ground instructors able 

to train across the strategic, tactical and specialist capability areas associated with the Royal Air 

Force, Air Mobility Force. 

UK’s First A400M Aircraft Named ‘City of Bristol’ 
  
The UK’s first A400M 
Atlas has been named 
“City of Bristol” by the 
Royal Air Force in a 
rare honour to high-
light the important role 
industry in the city has 
played in the delivery 
of the aircraft. 
  
The wings of the next-
generation military 
transporter plane were 
designed and manu-
factured at the Airbus 
factory in Filton, Bris-

tol, with a number of other businesses in the city, including Rolls-Royce, GKN Aerospace, and 
Atkins, demonstrating a range of high quality aerospace skills which support the A400M pro-
gramme. 

(Continued on page 9) 

News from “The Squadron”  



Issue 22 Summer 2015 

Twenty Four Page 9 

News from “The Squadron” cont. 

  
A total of 22 A400M Atlas aircraft have been ordered by the Ministry of Defence’s procurement 
arm, Defence, Equipment and Support (DE&S), which is also based in the city at Abbey Wood. 
  
The naming of the aircraft is a special privilege for Bristol, since it is unusual for the RAF to name 
an individual aircraft in this way. 
   
To mark the honour, the “City of Bristol” A400M Atlas recently completed a fly-past of the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge which also served as a reminder of the engineering history of the city.  
 

Update 5th March 2015 ‘City of Bristol’ Delivers First Operational Payload 
 
The A400M Atlas, the Royal Air Force’s newest airlift aircraft, delivered a cargo of vital freight to 
Cyprus this week on its first operational mission, as it prepares for initial operational capability 
later this year.   
 
The aircraft, ‘City of Bristol’, flew into RAF Akrotiri delivering operational freight, making the train-
ing flight also Atlas’ first operational tasking.  
 

In the Captain’s seat on this historic flight was 24 Squadron pilot, Flight Lieutenant Jamie “JJ” 

Jackson. He said:  

 

“This flight was incredibly significant for the RAF, demonstrating the capability of the aircraft and 
that we are able to use it to support operations even before we are declared operational. Once 
we were airborne the aircraft performed well throughout all phases of flight and was great to fly.”  
 

(Continued from page 8) 



Issue 22 Summer 2015 

Page 10 Twenty Four 

Latest from “The Squadron” cont  

SQUADRON GOODIES STOCK LIST  

Another little job I promised to do for the 
Squadron after the Reunion this year was to 
promote the range of items they have for 
sale.  So below is a list and photo of the 
goodies that are available and a couple that 
may need to be  ordered rather than in stock. 

24 SQUADRON STOCK PRICES 2010 

In Stock 

1. Cummerbund           £25.00 

2. Small A/C Print         £5.00 

3. Large A/C Print         £7.00 

4. Cloth Chevron          £2.50 

5. Cloth Crests             £5.00 

6. Black T-Shirts           £8.00 

7. Sand T-Shirts            £6.50 

8. Bow Tie                     £7.00 

9. Tattoo Sheet             £0.20 

To Order 

1. Mug                             £11.50 

2. Tankard                       £20.00 

To place an order, contact:- 

The Adjutant, XXIV Squadron, TMRF, RAF 
Brize Norton, CARTERTON, OX18 3LX 
stating item/s and quantity and despatch 
address. Make cheques payable to “24 
Squadron Fund”. 

 
 
Items that are available can be purchased via 
the Squadron at Brize, follow this link http://
the24sec.wordpress.com/2010/11/10/xxiv-
squadron-stock-list/. 
 
If you want a Squadron Association tie in the 
Zig Zag style, send a cheque for £15 c/o The 
XXIV Sqn Association Treasurer, 14 Weiss 
Road, London, SW15 1DH  and one will be in 
the post asap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 

Bespoke XXIV Squadron Swiss Watch 
 

 
We have just been informed that XXIV Squadron 
are commissioning a bespoke edition automatic 
Swiss made watch with the Squadron markings. It 
is being made by the luxury English watchmaker 
Christopher Ward of London. It will have a Squad-
ron Chevron patch badge on the front, with 
Squadron crest on the back plate.  

 

It is priced at £500 with a £100 deposit payable 
to make a reservation. A contribution to charity 
will be made for each watch purchased 
and Personal engraving is included in the price. 

 

Contact Flt Lt Jim Roden – 
jamesrroden@hotmail.co.uk, or The Association 
Secretary  to place your order or for more infor-

mation. 
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Replica Fokker Triplane 

Red Baron’s WWI German Fokker triplane rebuilt by flying enthusiast 

An article that is topical at the moment, especially with a contingent of the Association 
over in France for the 11/11/11 commemoration. 

Aviation enthusiast Paul Ford has built himself an exact replica of the Red Baron’s 
Fokker triplane. He spent endless hours, and £180,000 on the aircraft – and it’s now 
available for passengers to take part in mock dog-fights. The original Fokker Dr1 Drei-
decker, a German World War One fighter plane, was made famous by Manfred Von 
Richtofen, ‘The Red Baron’. He downed at least 70 allied pilots until his death in 1918. 

From start to finish, his full-scale blood-red replica of the plane took him around 
3,500 hours to construct. Paul, from Egginton, South Derbyshire, said: "It is the ulti-
mate plane from the First World War."  

The plane is not only a lookalike of the original plane.. .but it also comes equipped 
with the same machine guns on the nose - unarmed of course.  

Article and Picture courtesy the Daily 
Telegraph 
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The usefulness of our Twitter feed was 
brought home this week with a “tweet” from 
the Air Historic Branch (https://twitter.com/
AHB_RAF) reminding us that on the 25th 
February 1973, Operation Khana Cascade 
started. 

This was the biggest airlift since the Berlin 
Airlift and involved 46 Group aircraft dropping 
around 2,000 tons of grain, maize and rice to 
Himalayan villages in Nepal due to a very 
poor harvest. 

It did of course involve XXIV Squadron, No’s 
14, 47 and 55 Air Despatch Squadron’s from 
Lyneham and Thorney Island. The aircraft 
involved flew out via Akrotiri and Masirah and 
a “Kanvas City” was set up at Bhairawa near 
the Nepalese border. 

I spotted XV’s 217, 281 and XV 202, (now 
at RAF Museum Cosford) in the IWM film clip 
and the Detachment Commander was W/C 
Mike Hardy. 

The last drop was 30th March 1973, just over 

a month from start to finish. 

Check those log books and see if you took 
part in this major famine relief operation and 
add a few comment to this Blog. (Me, well I 
had only just arrived at XXIV some 6 months 
before and still a bit new to be sent out on 
this one.) 

Watch this lovely 16mm film clip on 

the Imperial War Museum web site, (it takes 

a while to load) but it will bring back a few 

memories if you were involved in this or simi-

lar Ops over those years. 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/

object/1060019032 

Op Khana Cascade 
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Hawker Memorial Report of Nov 2014 visit 

Part of article by the XXIV Sqn Association's Nominated Hawker Memorial Liaison Officer, Chas 
Whitaker on the 2014 visit to pay our respects to our first Sqn Cdr, Major Lanoe Hawker VC DSO,  
at  his Memorial in the village of Ligny -Thilloy. 

 

As you may know, the Memorial was erected in 2012 - due largely to the initiative of Flt Lt Phil 
Mobbs (then a serving C-130 Captain on 24 Sqn at RAF Lyneham) 

 

We had a very good trip again this year but our party was very much the same team as has trav-
elled on each of the three trips so far.  So I thought I would try to encourage a few more to make 
the journey with us another year!  First of all, a little background may be appropriate. 

 

Although Major Hawker lost his life on 23 November 1916, his Memorial was inaugurated on 11 
November 2012.  This date was chosen because it was considered better to align the Inauguration 
with France's Remembrance Day Commemorations.   

 

Unlike our own Remembrance Day, which takes place on the closest Sunday to 11 November,  
France's Commemorations ALWAYS take place at 1100 on the 11th day of the 11th month each 
year, (because this was the time that the Armistice was signed at the end of the First World War in 
1918).  So it is in an easy date for us all to remember!! 

 

When settling on the 11th  November 2012 for the Inauguration, this date was chosen - rather than 
the anniversary of Major Hawker's death - because it was felt more people would  visit and pay 
their  respects at the Hawker Memorial in years to come if ceremonies coincided with France's Re-
membrance Day.  Whether we will retain this tradition in 2016 - the one hundredth Anniversary of 
Major Hawker's death - remains yet to be determined.  

 

Naturally enough, the initial ceremony in 2012 was well attended by OC 24 Sqn and several of his 
officers as well as by a very good turnout of  XXIV Sqn Association members.  The Inauguration of 
the Memorial was deliberately crammed full with interesting touches, such as the participation of 
members of the German Air Force's Richthofen Geschwader  (named in honour of The Red 
Baron).  Baron Von Richthofen was Major Hawker's foe on the fateful day in 1916 when they met 
at 10,000 feet in the skies above the town of Arras.  The dogfight lasted an incredible 30 minutes 
and finished at near ground level over Luisenhof Farm less than a mile from the village of Ligny -
Thilloy.    

 

Also present were the Base Commander and the Squadron Commander of the French Air Force 
Fighter Squadron based at Cambrai - less than 10 miles from Ligny-Thilloy. This seemed appropri-
ate because No 24 Sqn had been a Fighter Squadron in the First World War and we wanted to 
show that  the Royal Air Force, the Luftwaffe and the Armee de l'Air are all now allies .   

 

2012 was of course the first year in which we met the Mayor of Ligny Thilloy, Monsieur Dominique 
Delaplace, and his excellent administrative assistant - Brigitte Le Grand. They were fully supportive 
of the idea to erect a Memorial to Major Hawker alongside Ligny-Thilloy's own Memorial to the vil-
lage's fallen -military and civilian - of the First and Second World Wars. And they were instrumental 
in ensuring that the Memorial was erected in a prominent position and that the whole area was 
beautifully landscaped. They also ensured that Major Hawker's Memorial can be lit at night on im-
portant occasions.   

(Continued on page 14) 
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 Hawker 2014 visit cont 

 

Should you travel to France and decide to pass by and have a look, the site of these two Memori-
als is directly opposite the Mairie in the centre of the Village.  I think that the location of Major 
Hawker's Memorial alongside Ligny-Thilloy's larger War Memorial is poignant, as it makes the 
point very clearly that Lanoe Hawker was flying in the defence of France.   

 

They have taken XXIV Sqn Association Members under their wing and they made us feel entirely 
part of their family when Dominique inaugurated the Hawker Memorial on 11 Nov 12.  We were 
given the same wonderful welcome when we attended the Remembrance Ceremony in Ligny Thil-
loy the following year on 11 Nov 13.  And we have just returned from this year's French Remem-
brance Day ceremony which fell on Tuesday 11 Nov 14. 

 

Each year Dominique conducts the Memorial Ceremony in a secular, non religious manner and 
supervises the programme to permit the laying of Flowers and wreathes at the foot of both Memori-
als. His speech is always translated in parallel into English so that those of us who never learned 
French, or who have forgotten it over the years, understand what he is saying!  This year he intro-
duced a new theme, which was to review the contribution that women made to the War Effort in 
France in The Great War and to outline the terrible hardships brought about by the separation of 
families as the struggle for survival continued for years.   

 

Ceremonial is added to the Commemoration Event by the presence of the National Flags of 
France Australia and The United Kingdom - and also by the playing of the appropriate music at 
particular points in the Ceremony.  Our own Sam Wright, in full Scottish Piper's regalia, is always 
an instrumental part of the proceedings (sorry for that inadvertent pun!!).  And in 2012 Dominique's 
Son in Law played a splendid rendition of The Last Post - a member of the outstanding Orchestra 
of Bapaume - played an evocative rendition of The Last Post . He later joined a selected number of 
musicians derived from the the Bapaume Concert Orchestra when they played during the Vin 
d'Honneur Ceremony in 2012.  In 2013 and this year, his place was taken by his son Julien - not 
yet a teenager - who has inherited his father's musical gift.   

 

In 2013, and again this year, Dominique has led us on a short 10 minute walk along a road through 
very lovely surroundings until we reach the Village's cemetery.  This is kept in pristine and beautiful 
condition and is a very interesting site to visit as it somehow feels more human than cemeteries in 
England! You will understand what I mean if you come with us in 2015!   

 

Once the 2 Commemorative Ceremonies are over, we then walk the short distance back to the Vil-
lage's modern Community Hall - the Salle Polyvalante Jacques Lolele (named after Dominique's 
predecessor), where we attend a Vin d'Honneur laid on by Dominique and where we are always 
made to feel incredibly welcome by all the villagers. They invariably offer us inexhaustible canapés 
and more libations of Kir or Champagne than are good for us!!  We respond by inviting Dominique 
and his wife Michelle to be our guests for lunch at Le Gourmet Hotel in the nearby town of Ba-
paume.  This year it was almost a Hospitality Competition because Dominique invited everyone 
back to the Village Hall again for another Vin d'Honneur after lunch!! 

 

The reason that I am writing about the atmosphere and the excellent rapport that has developed 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Major Hawker Memorial at Ligny-
Thilloy  Upkeep 

 
 
 

Here is a resume and update of some of 
the background work that has been tak-
ing place thanks to the efforts of our 
Chairman/President and the local people 
over in France. 

Following the visit to Ligny-Thilloy for the 
ceremony on 11 November 2014,  it was 
noticed that a fair amount of pointing had 
fallen out of the brickwork on the Hawker 
Memorial and that some of the lettering 
had already become indistinct. The Com-
monwealth War Graves Commission 
(CWGC) were contacted to ask if they 
could send an expert to have a look at 
the memorial and advise what repairs, if 
any, were needed. 

We received a holding reply, saying that 
someone from CWGC would inspect the 
memorial in due course. Meanwhile, they 
politely reminded us that, since the me-
morial had been privately erected and 
was not under the care and maintenance 
of CWGC, there would be a charge for 
any repairs which they carried out. 

You will be pleased to know that they 
have given the memorial a clean bill of 
health. The CWGC expert had found the 
memorial to be in “near pristine” condi-
tion and that this was entirely due to 
work organised by our good friend the 

Mayor, Dominique Deleplace. 

During the reception on 11 November, 
some of the visiting party had informally 
expressed concern to Dominique about 
the state of the memorial … but had no 
idea he would take remedial action so 
swiftly. The repairs and cleaning must 
have been done quite soon after the visit 
because everything had been completed 
by the time the CWGC inspector arrived 
only a fortnight later. Anyway, we are 
indebted to the Mayor for taking this ini-
tiative, which has saved the Association 
and Squadron a tidy sum. 

We now have further corroboration, if 
any was needed, that the village attaches 
great importance to the Hawker Memo-
rial. 

Hawker Memorial - Upkeep   

Hawker Memorial  - Close up 

Hawker Memorial  - Overview 



Issue 22 Summer 2015 

Twenty Four Page 16 

RECENT LOSSES 
We have been informed of only the following Association members passing away since  the last 
AGM. 

 

Ivan Burns August 2014. Ivan was a MALM on the Squadron at RAF Lyneham between 1982 
and 1985 who became involved with Air Safety Training after leaving the RAF and settling in Lin-
colnshire .  
 
Ray Barnes March 2015 Ray was a Navigator on the Squadron at RAF Topcliffe and Abing-
don between 1951 to 1954 and was involved with the infamous trip to Greenland when another 
Hastings, not Ray’s, crashed. He was awarded a Queens commendation during his service time. 
 

Alan Turner June 2015 It is with much sadness that we have been advised by Alan’s 
daughter Susan Pugh that Alan has passed away.  He served on XXIV Squadron in 1947 as part 
of his Nation Service as AQM.  He attended a number of reunions and very much enjoyed meet-
ing up with old friends and acquaintances. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
We can report a total of  5 new recruits who have joined the ranks and they are:- 

Keeping in Touch - Association 

Last Name Initials Mem No Date on Sqn Place on Sqn Trade 

Stokes Mike 434 
Feb 1972 Sep 1974; Apr 
1979 Dec 1979 RAF Lyneham Pilot 

Davies Nick 435 
Feb 1999 Jul 1999; Mar 2002 
Dec 2004 RAF Lyneham Pilot 

Stuart Al 436 Feb 1972 Mar 1975 RAF Lyneham Navigator 

Wilson-
Pinchin Ray 437 1983 to 1985 RAF LYneham Pilot 

Taplin Toby 438 1963 to 1967 RAF Colerne  Pilot 

between 24 Sqn, the XXIV Sqn Association and  the village of Ligny-Thilloy is because I would 
like to encourage more of you to set sail for France in the years to come!  I should also stress 
that our trips also have a splendid convivial social side to them, beyond their official purpose!! 

 

Please give serious consideration to making a trip to visit Major Lanoe Hawker's Memorial in 
Ligny-Thilloy the next time you are in France or, better still, join up with us on our visit in Novem-
ber 2015.  And of course, we need a large contingent on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary 
in November 2016 of Major Hawker's Final Flight in November 1916.........  

 

No matter what the reason that helps you decide to come with us, I am certain that you will find 
the journey very worthwhile - and the social dimension will be great fun too! It always is!! 

 

Chas.  

(Continued from page 14) 
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We have at last another anecdote that war-
rants an inclusion into our “Picture Post” slot. 
This time it is from a retired Association navi-
gator, Tom Norcross.  
 

Before arriving in the Transport World, and 
eventually 24 Squadron, I was in 
Bomber Command for twelve years, the last 
six were on Valiants at RAF Marham. On 
my penultimate Valiant flight, we were skim-
ming along low level at 250 knots 
over Somerset, en route to drop a practice 
bomb at Jurby range off the Isle of 
Man. Suddenly, the aeroplane began to 
shake violently. The pilots checked all the 
engine instruments, nothing wrong there. 
From my side window I could see the wing 
tip fluttering. That should not happen on a 
Valiant with a rigid wing and main spar 
to hold the wings on. The vibrations lasted 
perhaps a minute or so and stopped 
as suddenly as they had started. We were 
flying in silky smooth air, no hint 
of furbulence. 

We crossed the Sevem estuary, coasting in 
over south Wales, when exactly the 
same circumstances occurred again. This 
time we zoomed up to 10.000 feet in case we 
had to bale out, making a PAN call on the 
way up. We recovered to Marham directly, 
landing without any further incident. The air-

Picture Post No 4 Bad Vibes 

craft was comprehensively air-tested the next 
day, and the vibrations could not be repro-
duced. In few days time I shook the dust of 
Bomber Command off my flying boots. 

I joined the Argosy OCU at RAF Thorney Is-
land and whilst I was in Ground School, A 
Valiant landed at RAF Gaydon with an enor-
mous crack in the main spar. The flaps were 
driven by one electric motor, so you couldn’t 
get asymmetric flap…. but this aeroplane did. 
The staff pilot was quick off the mark, when 
landing flap was selected and the aircraft 
tipped through 90 degrees from the horizon-
tal from the vertical, about to roll onto its 
back. The pilot immediately retracted the flap 
and he carried an overweight flapless landing 
on the 3.000 yard long runway The Valiant 
fleet were grounded at once. It may be apoc-
ryphal, but I was told that the first the Quick 
Reaction Alert crews heard of the grounding 
of all the Valiants was via the BBC six 
o’clock news.! 

When the airframes were broken up, exten-
sive internal structural damage was 
found. ……Enough said…. 

Tom, many thanks, certainly a good read. 
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Another instalment from John Mitchell’s di-
ary of his VIP flying days with the then Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill during August 
1944.  

 

PM'S ATHENS VISIT 
 
 

 
By early December the situation in liberated 
Greece was worrying the PM. The Communist 
rebel movement (ELAS) was determined to un-
seat the shaky Provisional Government and pre-
vent the establishment of a democratically elected 
parliament. Elections were virtually impossible 
while what amounted to a civil war was raging in 
the capital. The fighting by ELAS was, of course, 
being conducted with the arms supplied by the 
Allies to drive out the Germans! In northwest 
Europe, in the first two weeks of this month, the 
situation in the Ardennes was causing a grave 
setback to Allied progress - Rundstedt's offensive 
on December 16th caught the Americans in the 
Ardennes on the hop and, with Allied air power 
grounded by wintry fog and ice, the position was 
not restored until early January'45. Obviously, the 
war was not going to be won in 1944. Inter-allied 
relations were at a low ebb: the Americans were 
resentful of criticisms of Eisenhower's failure to 
command in the field; they were also accusing the 
Prime Minister of wanting to restore the monar-
chies of  Europe - a line they had always taken in 
their opposition to his idea of invading the Bal-
kans to prevent the Bolshevization of Europe. 

How different would today's map of Europe be if 
the PM's bold policy had been carried through! 
 
Whilst the European situation stabilized and the 
Anglo-Americans gradually resumed their offen-
sive, still on a broad front, the situation in Greece 
became worse. In spite of massive UK interven-
tion there was a strong risk of the Communist re-
gime establishing itself in Athens, even though at 
the Moscow Conference the Russians had agreed 
that Greece should be in the western sphere of 
influence. The civil war had to be ended and the 
PM was anxious to settle it himself, even though 
it would deprive him of a family Christmas at 
Chequers. 
 
23rd December 1944. Bill Fraser and I were 
summoned to the Cabinet Office to hear from 
Tommy Thompson, the ADC, what was required. 
The destination, Athens via Naples, at short no-
tice but with no definite time of departure, came 
right out of the blue. A trip to Eisenhower in 
France had seemed more likely from what little 
we knew. So much for Christmas leave and being 
present for the arrival of our first child. Consider-
able secrecy surrounded the flight and few on the 
RAF side knew about it. Feverish activity took 
place at Northolt, especially on the catering front, 
for this was the maiden voyage of the Skymaster 
with all its accoutrements, bedding and sheets, 
table linen, knives and forks, towels; all the new 
light-weight china, not to mention glassware and 
corkscrews had to be stowed. The operational side 
was a bit easier: but no special briefing was avail-
able on the local war situation in Athens. The air-
field, Hassani - now the International Airport, lay 
a little way inland from the coast on the road run-
ning southeast from the centre of the city towards 
Cape Sounion. It was occupied by a Squadron of 
Spitfires and one of Beaufighters, in support of 
the Army. It was also a Staging Post for transport 
support operations, within 216 Group, mainly by 
Dakotas. The CO was Wing Commander Cecil 
Lewis, more famous as the author of 'Sagittarius 
Rising' - a First World War autobiography. (In 
1991 he published a follow-up about his WWII 
experiences, entitled 'Sagittarius Surviving'). The 
actual fighting was reported to be in the city cen-
tre and around the western outskirts, sometimes 
cutting off the airport from the centre of the city. 

(Continued on page 19) 

Diary of a Navigator - Pt 17 
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ELAS had recently 'captured' the RAF Wing HQ 
at Kifissir and marched off the staff as prisoners 
30 miles northwards to an isolated monastery in 
bitterly cold conditions. The AOC (Air Commo-
dore G W Tuttle) and his SASO narrowly missed 
capture. 
 
24th December 1944. We were not told until the 
afternoon that departure was planned for midnight 
so that we should land at Pomigliano (Naples) 
soon after dawn. We were ready when the PM's 
party arrived unexpectedly early, 'attentive and 
efficient' as the PM himself wrote in 'Triumph & 
Tragedy'. Our passengers, besides the Owner, 
were Lord Moran, Anthony Eden, John Colville, 
Pierson Dixon, Tommy Thompson, and Sawyers 
the valet; plus Detective Sergeant Davies and two 
lady secretaries - Marion Holmes and Elizabeth 
Layton. The PM was said to be sickening with 
pneumonia and stuffed full of M and B, according 
to 'Pug' Ismay. 
 
When he went on board the Skymaster for the 
first time he was very obviously revelling in his 
new aerial yacht. At one moment he could be seen 
in the side entrance lobby, dressed only in his 
long combs ordering the passengers hither and 
thither. In 'Ascalon' the passengers had known 
from the pecking order where to sit and sleep, but 
the giant Skymaster was a strange environment 
for those brought up on Service discomforts. Saw-
yers was fussing with the baggage because there 
was now, for the first time, room for him to 
spread out the Owner's various costumes. No 
longer did he have to decide which were 'not 
wanted on voyage'. For the crew it was wonderful 
to have the privacy of the flight deck accommoda-
tion uncluttered by dispatch boxes or the detec-
tive. We had time in hand for once, before take-
off and while visiting the 'comfort station' as the 
Americans might term the hangar loo, I was sent 
for by the CAS in the departure lounge to answer 
questions about the flight plan. As I hurried 
across the dimly lit hangar, I stepped on a nail - 
pointed upwards by Murphy's Law. It went 
through the sole of my shoe and into my foot. No 
time to go sick, so a quick first aid pad inside my 
sock and some discomfort for the next eight hours 
of flight. When Tommy Thompson saw me limp-
ing, during the stop at Pomigliano, he enquired 
the reason and said immediately that I should get 

an injection of the latest M and B drug from Lord 
Moran. 'Good Lord', I exclaimed, 'is he a real doc-
tor?'. Black mark! 
 
Lord Moran was a great friend of the PM's and at 
the time of his recruitment into the family circus 
in May 1940 - almost unwillingly according to his 
own account, was President of the Royal College 
of Physicians. As the personal physician to the 
PM, he accompanied him on all his major travels. 
He has written his own account of these, and 
much else. Evidently, the PM was something of a 
hypochondriac and over anxious for himself, con-
scious of his love of good living but quite un-
aware of the strain he put on himself and others 
by his extraordinary working hours. On so many 
of his journeys abroad he started off out of sorts, 
even worse - often with a rising temperature, from 
the many inoculations he was given. Sarah Chur-
chill mentions this on the two journeys she ac-
companied her father, to Teheran and to Yalta. No 
one else who travelled in the family circus, the 
Chiefs of Staff or others, seemed to be similarly 
afflicted; at least, their travel sickness did not 
come to attention. I wonder sometimes if the PM 
was not over-dosed with precautionary treatment - 
perhaps to forestall any criticism of failure to cos-
set him. Of course, when the PM was really ill  
with pneumonia in December 1943, when staying 
at Carthage, Lord Moran was able to call in top 
specialists whom he knew to be serving with the 
RAMC in the Middle East. There is no doubt the 
PM was a difficult patient, obstinate but with ter-
rific stamina, with an amazing power of recupera-
tion - when he gave himself the chance. Only Mrs 
Churchill had the influence to make him give 
himself a chance, but she couldn't be dashing out 
to his bedside for minor scares. 
 
As we taxied out for take-off at Northolt, the PM 
rang for the steward: Jock Duncan had to cling to 
the hand-holds in the cabin as we accelerated 
down the runway. With luxury of a level cabin 
floor of the Skymaster (taken for granted by pas-
sengers these days) and the relative quietness after 
the York, the Owner had been lulled into believ-
ing that a take-off was no longer a matter of thrust 
and aerodynamic lift defeating the forces of grav-
ity! 
 

Diary of a Navigator - Pt 17 – cont 
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25th December 1944. Airborne at 0500 on 
Christmas Morning we set course for Selsey Bill, 
over the Channel to Barfleur and so south to Tou-
louse at 8,000 feet; the standard transport route 
across France. The Party had been served with 
their drinks soon after the aircraft settled down to 
its climb. 
 
The PM himself came up forward soon after 
crossing the French coast, and thoroughly enjoyed 
his new aircraft's cockpit. So much quieter than 
before and a better view forward and abeam. His 
access to the cockpit seat could be accomplished 
without putting his hands and feet on some lever 
or switch. After Toulouse, we crossed the Medi-
terranean coast at Sete and headed southeast for 
Cagliari, climbing to 10,000 feet to get out of the 
cloud. This time we should fly south of Corsica 
and Sardinia, instead of going north about, via 
Elba. Hearing the engines change power for the 
climb, the PM in his suite, sent for me and en-
quired our height and position. I explained about 
the high ground just abeam our track, but he re-
membered that I had brought him over the Lig-
urian Sea at only 7,000 feet last time! I had to 
account for the difference remembering that on 
the previous occasion (his visit to Italy en route to 
Moscow in October) it had been a bright 
moonlight night with no cloud cover over the 
mountains: just now we were climbing in and out 
of the 'clag'. He seemed satisfied with my expla-
nation but such was his memory for detail! Into 
the RAF Staging Post at Pomigliano just before 
0900 hours local time, the passengers breakfast-
ing in flight as we were scheduled for a short stop 
only. We were met by Admiral Sir John Cunning-
ham and Air Marshal Sir John Slessor. 
 
Off again at 1050 hours for Athens, round via 
Cape Otranto, Cephalonia and the Gulf of Cor-
inth. An excellent lunch served on route. Warned 
by the local RAF control that intermittent small 
arms firing was occurring in the city and the out-
skirts, especially towards the airfield, there was 
little we could do but land with a minimum of 
hanging around low down in the circuit. We 
found it bitterly cold on arrival. 
 
Met by the Ambassador, Rex Leeper, and General 
Scobie, the local GOC, we found that General 
Alexander and Mr MacMillan had arrived sepa-

rately from Italy. They all entered the aircraft and 
conferred for three hours with the PM's party in 
the main cabin. With the engines switched off the 
cabin soon cooled down and Elizabeth Layton 
recalls that, when summoned to take down a 
statement for the Press, her fingers were so cold 
that she could scarcely use her typewriter. 
 
Just before dark, the PM's party set off for Piraeus 
to embark in HMS Ajax which was anchored off-
shore in support of the army. This gave them se-
cure accommodation and enabled the PM to have 
preliminary talks with M Papandreou and the Or-
thodox Archbishop Damaskinos: the latter was 
later to be dubbed a 'scheming medieval prelate' 
by the PM. The party drove through ELAS-
controlled areas in armoured cars - the PM sitting 
with a giant 45 Colt revolver on his knees and a 
look on his face that suggested he would love to 
fire it. 
 
The RAF Staging Post at Hassani was a bleak 
spot to spend Christmas and local morale was 
low: not helped, I am ashamed to admit, by their 
CO who did not seem to have a clue. It was cold 
and barren, inside and out. Before leaving 
Northolt we had had an inspiration to load a firkin 
of beer on board - to help the festive spirit, so we 
thought. We now had so much storage space in 
the Skymaster that we could afford the pay-load 
to treat our hosts to this gift. At first they could 
not find the tool to remove the bung - then, of 
course (and we might have foreseen this techni-
cality) we had no spigot. One resourceful engi-
neer had the sensible idea of removing a brass tap 
from the plumbing and this sufficed: but even so, 
there was little response to our gesture, the CO 
being a teetotaller. 
 
Local Greek employees were not to be trusted. 
Some worked for us during the day and for ELAS 
at night. The women were reported to carry hand 
grenades in their shopping baskets or under their 
black skirts. There were various alarums and ex-
cursions: the Duty Officer being called to the 
phone frequently. A burst of gunfire was heard 
but the CO said that it was only someone in the 
Guard Room playing the fool with his Sten gun. 
Moral: never let the RAF have their hands on 
loaded small-arms. However, we had to trust the 

Diary of a Navigator - Pt 17 – cont 
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protection of the aircraft to the local RAF, for the 
army had no troops to spare. Even so, a stray bul-
let had made a hole in one of the undercarriage 
doors, but we did not tell the Owner until we were 
on the way home. Politically, the PM made sur-
prisingly successful progress in the conspiratorial 
atmosphere of an Athens cellar. Grounds for a 
cease-fire and settlement seem to have been ar-
ranged, with Damaskinos taking the title of Re-
gent. On the second day of our stay out at Has-
sani, Bill and I were summoned into the Embassy 
in the centre of the city to hear the plans for de-
parture. There was no question of an armoured 
car for us; we were driven into town in the back 
of an open RAF truck, 'guarded' by an evil-
looking local desperado with a Sten gun on his 
lap. These weapons were notoriously light on the 
trigger. The vehicle bounced around horribly. I 
was much more afraid of being shot by the guard 
than by ELAS. 
 
28th December 1944. We left at 1300 hours lo-
cal, serving a relatively frugal lunch, having been 
unable to pick up any attractive foodstuffs either 
from the Embassy or at the airfield. Our Service 
chaps were living on standard service rations and 
little else - bar ouzo and olives. We took Field 
Marshal (recently promoted) Sir Harold Alexan-
der and Mr Harold MacMillan back with us as far 
as Naples. Climbing quickly out to sea, we set 
course for Corinth and then along the Canal and 
across to Otranto, so back to Naples just before 
sunset. 
 
29th December 1944. One night's stop in the 
RAF mess at Portici and glad to be out of the dis-
comfort of Hassani. We made an early departure 
for the seven and a half hour flight to Northolt. 
Pleasant run home on the standard route, not go-
ing above 7,000 feet at any time. But landing 
forecasts received from Northolt were giving very 
poor visibility on the runway at the time of our 
arrival. The UK was in the grip of a winter high 
pressure weather system with its attendant fog. 
The passengers were all very comfortable and 
soporific after a good lunch and in the relative 
quietness of the new accommodation. There was 
one complaint from the Owner apart from the 
noise made by the ticking of the clock in his 
Stateroom. He did not like the 'hot seat' provided 

(Continued from page 20) 

by GEC to take the chill off the Elsan at high alti-
tude. It was too hot, GEC having provided 50 
wafts at 24 volts for the purpose. In spite of the 
blurb provided in the sales literature 'when the lid 
is raised the current is switched off, thus prevent-
ing any possibility of shock', Jack was told in no 
uncertain terms to disconnect it. Visibility was 
too bad to land at Northolt but we were lucky to 
be given a suitable alternative at Bovingdon, a 
USAF base on higher ground near Amersham and 
very convenient for Chequers. So the cars and the 
meeters were diverted a few miles up the A4l and 
all was well. The situation in northwest Europe 
had now made progress and the PM was ac-
claimed a hero for defusing the Greek crisis. Only 
a week or two earlier he had been heavily criti-
cised both in the UK by the left wing and by the 
Americans. We left the aircraft under USAF 
guard and drove over to Northolt in time for tea 
and a splendid pre-New Year's Eve party in the 
Mess. I was able to go home and see my newly-
arrived son on the following day, after we had 
ferried the Skymaster back to its base. 

 
 

 

Diary of a Navigator - Pt 17 – cont 

John on the cover of his book which 
tells the complete storey. 
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ACCOMMODATION 2015 - BURFORD AREA 
 

 Burford Visitor Information Centre 

Located in an historic building, once a brewery, Burford VIC is 
not only an official Enjoy England Partner but holds a Silver 
award in the Green Tourism Business Scheme: recognition for the 
excellent service that the centre provides and the efforts that they 
make to promote sustainable tourism. 
 
 

Burford VIC, The Brewery, Sheep Street, Burford, Oxon, OX18 4LS 
Telephone +44 (0)1993 823558, Fax +44 (0)1993 823590, Email burford.vic@westoxon.gov.uk 
http://www.oxfordshirecotswolds.org/site/visitor-information/information-centres/burford-vic 

 
NOTE - the coach (a snip at only £10/head) will be picking up guests at the Four Pillars, 
Witney and Burford hotels, i.e. High Street and Travel Lodge, then Priory Manor, Brize. 

 

BOOK DIRECT FOR ALL ACCOMMODATION. 

A couple of notices for you to read. The first is the new sponsored charity, CALM, that the Squad-
ron has adopted since the closure of Burton Hill House School. See below for a screen shot from 
its web site. Its internet address is http://calmcharity.org Also we have details about accommoda-
tion for the Reunion weekend. You are of course free to select anywhere but the coach will only be 
picking up from the Burford area. 

Notice Board  

Shown is a clip of the many Hotels and Guest Houses in the 
Burford area from a Google search. The local Visitor  
Information Centre will also be able to assist if you do not have 
Internet access. 
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The Photo Album -  2015 Summer Social 

After Lunch [photo 1] at The Pear Tree, Purton 

After Lunch [photo 2] and relax  
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SUMMER SOCIAL - 17th June - The Pear Tree Purton 
 

Although we swapped  our usual Summer Social date from the first Wednesday in June to the 
third this year, we did not confuse the weather and the clear skies moved with us. The Pear Tree 
at Purton is no stranger to the Association, this is the third time we have held this event here and 
again, we were not disappointed with the food, service or  ambiance of the venue. 

As always, this popular event in the Associations calendar drew 34 members and guests, 
affording us a private dining room for the lunch. But first a pre lunch drink and natter to catch up 
with old friends and of course the infamous more prizes than tickets raffle organised by Sam 
Wright. Sam was once again overwhelmed with the number of donations, which resulted in a 
substantial £130 contribution to Association funds. Thanks to all who participated. 

With such excellent seamless service and a delicious three course meal the afternoon just 
floated by. These lunches are very informal affairs but it seemed appropriate this year to round 
off the event with a little bit of Association business. Firstly it was time for our long serving 
President Dick Gould to hand over the title to the current, soon to be ex Chairman, Keith 
Chapman. Dick's wise stewardship had been valuable and appreciated by the Committee and 
Members on a number of occasions, along with his humorous after dinner speeches. Many 
Thanks. 

Our lunch also provided the first opportunity for us to meet the new OC XXIV Squadron, Daz 
Rawlins who took over earlier this year. Daz was able to give us an update on the latest 
Squadron news, happily now flying again after the compulsory 5 week grounding of the A400M 
Atlas. The XXIV still keeps the record for operating the most different types of aircraft of any 
Squadron in history thanks to the addition of the C130J and the A400M. No better confirmation 
as to of the calibre of the personnel on the Squadron could be shown than by them picking up 5 
out of the 13 Queens Commendations awarded to Brize Norton. 

Before Daz departed to collect another aircraft from the manufacturers, he explained why they 
could not offer the Association any more than 50 places at the Centenary Dining In Night and 
that the Families and Friends event on Saturday the 12th September, with 3 aircraft types to fly 
in, live bands and a barbeque would make up for any disappointments. 

Our final after lunch announcement was from Nick Yerbury and his offer to guide any interested 
Members of Guests around the former RAF airfield of Blakehill around 4 miles away from Purton. 
It was unusual in that it was for only one aircraft type, the Dakota during key operations during 
WWII. A certain part of the site was in later years covertly used by GCHQ before the runways 
and peri tracks finally being recycled and used during construction of the M4. It is now under 
stewardship of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. 

While all this was going on, sitting quietly and not making any fuss or bother but basking in its 
own radiance was Centenary Silver Chalice, on public display for the first time. With its lovingly 
engraved inscription and Squadron crest, all agreed it represented a fitting and lasting tribute to 
grace the table at the forthcoming dinner. A worthy and much appreciated gift thanks to the 
generosity of all Association Members donations over the last 10 years. 
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